
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E319 March 16, 2016 

BLEEDING DISORDERS 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, March 
2016 marks the 30th anniversary of President 
Ronald Reagan’s one-time declaration of 
March 1986 as Hemophilia Awareness Month. 
The goal of Bleeding Disorders Awareness 
Month, as we now call it, is to augment aware-
ness of hemophilia and all inheritable bleeding 
disorders, which unfortunately have no cure in 
sight. These incurable, hereditary disorders af-
fect millions of Americans each day. Roughly 
1 million Americans suffer from Von 
Willebrand disease (VMD), a genetic bleeding 
disorder which prevents blood from clotting 
properly due to a defective blood protein, and 
around 20,000 are affected by hemophilia, a 
rare genetic bleeding disorder that prevents 
blood from clotting properly—for people with 
hemophilia, a simple cut can be life-threat-
ening. Consequently, treatment is costly; it in-
volves life-long infusions of clotting factor 
therapies which serve as a replacement for 
missing or deficient blood clotting proteins. 

Although treatment for Americans affected 
by bleeding disorders can be costly, it has im-
proved immensely. Given the tremendous ad-
vances in treating hemophilia, with proper 
treatment and self-care, most people with he-
mophilia can maintain an active, productive 
lifestyle. However, the costs of treatment for 
individuals with inherited bleeding disorders 
can still be improved with increased aware-
ness, research, and education. 

For instance, the CDC Division of Blood 
Disorders conducts Hemophilia Treatment 
Center research and this research recently re-
sulted in a more effective test for inhibitors, a 
complication of hemophilia. Medical innova-
tions like this are made possible through ex-
tensive research and are an effective means 
to reduce treatment costs and increase diag-
noses for individuals with hemophilia and re-
lated inherited blood issues. Awareness, re-
search, and education are some of the most 
effective ways to improve care for Americans 
with inherited bleeding disorders and Bleeding 
Disorders Awareness Month helps elevate all 
three. 

f 

HONORING CSUCI PRESIDENT DR. 
RICHARD RUSH 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize Dr. Richard R. Rush, 
a remarkable visionary and extraordinary lead-
er in our community. Dr. Rush has served as 
the inaugural President of California State Uni-

versity Channel Islands for the past 15 years, 
and has dedicated himself to higher education 
as both an educator and administrator for over 
40 years. As the founding President of Cali-
fornia State University Channel Islands, Dr. 
Rush played a vital role in the growth and de-
velopment of Ventura County’s first four-year 
public university. 

Since his first day as President, Dr. Rush 
has sought to ensure that the students of Cali-
fornia State University Channel Islands receive 
a world-class college education. Dr. Rush de-
veloped programs that have positively shaped 
the identity and commitment of the university 
to students of all socioeconomic backgrounds. 
Thanks to his outreach to underserved stu-
dents in the community, California State Uni-
versity Channel Islands earned the federal 
designation of a Hispanic-Serving Institution. 

Furthermore, a cornerstone of Dr. Rush’s 
time at California State University Channel Is-
lands has been building meaningful and sig-
nificant partnerships throughout the commu-
nity. From forging relationships with Cottage 
Hospital, which led to the expansion of the 
nursing program, to developing a cooperative 
agreement with the Channel Islands National 
Park, which began the establishment of the 
Santa Rosa Island Research Station, Dr. Rush 
has been a strong leader in creating local 
working partnerships that will continue on as 
his legacy. Acting as a collaborative relation-
ship builder, he sought partnerships with busi-
nesses in the community to ensure a strong 
curriculum and create greater learning oppor-
tunities for students. 

Dr. Rush exemplifies true visionary leader-
ship and is a treasure to our community. 
Throughout his lifetime dedication to higher 
education, Dr. Rush has been recognized with 
accolades regionally and nationally, including 
the National Association of Student Personnel 
Administrators’ President’s Award, the Cali-
fornia State Student Association’s President of 
the Year Award, and the Distinguished Com-
munity Leader Award from the Ventura County 
Leadership Academy. 

I graciously applaud Dr. Rush for his dedi-
cation to California State University Channel 
Islands, and to Ventura County as a whole. It 
has been my great honor to work with Dr. 
Rush throughout the years. The legacy Dr. 
Rush has built extends past the university and 
well into the roots of our community. I thank 
him for being instrumental in creating an insti-
tution of higher education in Ventura County 
that will educate generations to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, March 
14 and Tuesday, March 15, I was unavoidably 
detained in my Congressional district. As a re-
sult, I missed the following recorded votes: 

On roll call Number 111, passage of S. 
2426, had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On roll call Number 112, passage of House 
Concurrent Resolution 75. As a cosponsor, 
had I been present I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On roll call Number 113, passage of House 
Concurrent Resolution 121. As a strong sup-
porter, had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

I am pleased that my colleagues in the 
House voted unanimously to condemn those 
who commit genocide against Christians, and 
call these actions exactly what they are, war 
crimes. It is my sincere desire that both 
houses of Congress and the President would 
speak and act with a unified voice against the 
atrocities that are being committed against 
Christians in the Middle East by the Islamic 
State and other terrorist organizations on a 
daily basis. 

On roll call Number 114, ordering the pre-
vious question of House Resolution 640, had 
I been present I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On roll call Number 115, agreeing to House 
Resolution 640, had I been present I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On roll call Number 116, passage of H.R. 
2081, had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On roll call Number 117, passage of H.R. 
3447, had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On roll call Number 118, adoption of an 
amendment to H.R. 3797, had I been present 
I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On roll call Number 119, adoption of an 
amendment to H.R. 3797, had I been present 
I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On roll call Number 120, adoption of an 
amendment to H.R. 3797, had I been present 
I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On roll call Number 121, adoption of an 
amendment to H.R. 3797, had I been present 
I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On roll call Number 122, motion to recommit 
H.R. 3797 with instructions, had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On roll call Number 123, passage of H.R. 
3797, had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 
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VETERANS WHO RETURN HOME 
WITH THE MENTAL WOUNDS OF 
WAR 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 15, 2016 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, last year, Congress took an impor-
tant step towards improving mental health 
services for our veterans. The Clay Hunt Sui-
cide Prevention for American Veterans Act 
was a landmark, bipartisan effort that im-
proved suicide prevention programs and men-
tal health care at the Department of Veterans 
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